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Links between AstraZeneca’s Covid-19 
vaccine and severe blood clotting, increased 
virus cases and hospitalizations, and preva-
lence of a highly contagious variant are the 
latest problems and fallout from the corona-
virus and experimental injections.

The European Medicines Agency has 
said it found a possible link between Astra-
Zeneca’s Covid-19 vaccine and rare blood 
clots. Specifi cally, the agency analyzed 62 
cases of blood clotting in the sinuses that 
drain blood from the brain, and 24 cases of 
clotting in the abdomen in people who had 
received the shot as of March 22, and 18 of 
those cases were fatal, according to a CNN 
report. In the United Kingdom, there were 
reports of 79 serious blood clots alongside 
low blood platelet counts, and 19 of those 
people died as of March 31, according to the 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regula-
tory Agency, the network continued.

“If they’re only happening in a very, very 
small minority of cases, it is very possible 
that the FDA or the WHO or the CDC may 
still approve these things, knowing that they 
can cause a horrible reaction of even death 
sometimes,” said Dr. Abdullah Hassan Pratt, 
an emergency medicine physician at the 
University of Chicago. There are always side 
eff ects and no way to prevent it, especially 
when using a synthetic agent whether it’s 
medication, drugs or vaccines, he said.  

The side eff ects may be minor or some-
times very widespread and dangerous, but 
before people issue a black-box warning for Continued on page 35

a specifi c side eff ect, regulators must see a sig-
nifi cant amount, Dr. Pratt told The Final Call.

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety 
recently said it’s plausible that there’s a causal 
link between the vaccine and the occurrence of 
blood clots with low platelets, but it is not con-
fi rmed and must be investigated.

“When you have a product that is given/sold 
to large numbers of people, it is diffi  cult to come 
to conclusions. It takes investigation to fi nd 
causes to problems,” stated Dr. Akili Graham 
Muhammad, a general family physician who 
practices in Houston. 

“The diffi  culty that I see is even if there is 
a pattern or a trend that should be investigated 
seriously, many of these corporations ignore the 
obvious because of the threat to the profi t. In that 
case, the people become irrelevant,” Dr. Graham 
Muhammad told The Final Call.

People under 30 with no underlying condi-
tions should be off ered an alternative to the 
AstraZeneca vaccine where available, stated 
Professor Wei Shen Lim, Covid-19 chair for the 
UK’s Joint Committee on Vaccination and Im-
munization, in a press statement.

The committee indicated it will continue to 
gather and review for the data, and that potential 
adverse events following immunization do not 
necessarily mean they are linked to vaccination 
itself, but they must be investigated to ensure 
that any safety concerns are addressed quickly.

Australia recently became the latest country 
to restrict use of the AstraZeneca vaccine by rec-

ommending that it not be given to people under 
age 50, according to the Associated Press.

Spain has limited its use of AstraZeneca’s 
vaccine to the elderly, along with Germany and 
France. Belgium has imposed a four-week ban 
on the company’s vaccine for people under 56, 
and plans to reassess use,  AP continued.

Meanwhile, variant coronavirus cases have 
reached all 50 states—11,000 of them being the 
UK variant known as B.1.1.7. It is highly conta-
gious and the most common lineage circulating 
in the United States, according to Centers for 
Disease Control.

Florida had the most—3,494 cases of the UK 
variant, followed by Michigan with 2,262, Min-
nesota with 1,573, and Georgia with 1,022.

Nearly 20,000 cases of the UK variant have 
been reported in the United States as late March. 
The numbers are based on a sampling of SARS-
CoV-2 positive specimens and do not represent 
the total number of cases that may be circulating 
in the United States, according to the CDC.

“There is still reason for us to be concerned 
with rising case counts, rising variants reported, 
and increasing hospitalizations—and there is so 
much reason for so much hope,” stated Dr. Ro-
chelle Walensky, CDC director.

The CDC’s most recent data show that the 
seven-day average of new cases was a little more 
than 63,000 cases per day—up about 2.3 percent 
from the prior seven-day average. Hospital ad-
missions continued to increase, with the most 
recent seven-day average being about 5,000 
admissions per day—up about 2.7 percent from 
the prior seven-day average, said Dr. Walensky 

during a White House press briefi ng.
“We hope we didn’t see that, because in 

the context of it (Covid-19) being out for a 
year, and the supposed impact that the vac-
cine may have had, as well as social distanc-
ing, any resurgence would likely be repre-
sented in the new strain,” said Dr. Pratt.

Some scientists are saying it’s more in-
fective, he continued. “It also infects the 
young much more often, and for some rea-
son, some of the elders aren’t hit as hard,” 
noted Dr. Pratt.  

“We were worried about what that may 
mean for the Black community, because we 
are already in a vulnerable state, just due to 
our overall state of health care and the lack 
of resources dedicated to us, as well as our 
geographic conditions, how we live upon 
one another, and our slow reaction time to 
diff erent pandemics or national disasters and 
health care, as one may have it,” Dr. Pratt 
continued.

He’s most concerned with the death rate 
and how this variant impacts the overall 
health system. Dr. Pratt also urged people to 
do the best they can to prepare because the 
ultimate goal is to save life. 

“We have to be more disciplined in terms 
of our social distancing ... mask wearing, 
especially for those of us, especially Believ-
ers, who are conscientiously objecting to 
taking the vaccine, per the instructions of 
our beloved Minister (Louis Farrakhan),” 
he stated. The Nation of Islam minister has 
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Continued from page 8
warned Black and Indigenous people against 
taking the experimental Covid-19 vaccines 
based on the track record of treacherous 
medical misdeeds by the U.S. government 
and big pharma against the darker people 
of the planet. The Muslim leader has called 
for Black virologists, epidemiologists, and 
medical professionals to research alternative 
therapies and for the U.S. to lift the embargo 
of Cuba. The island nation has made tremen-
dous strides in the development of Covid-19 
treatments and its vaccines. 

Some experts fear the rising counts in 
cases and hospitalizations are prelude to a 
fourth deadly wave of infections. Michigan 
had 7,819 new cases and 73 deaths on April 
8, according to the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services.  

With 13 of the 20 most affl  icted towns 
there including Jackson, Detroit and Flint, 
some wonder if Michigan’s Covid-19 spike 
could set off  a national fourth wave, accord-
ing to Slate News.

Abdul El-Sayed, an epidemiologist, and 
former director of the Detroit Health Depart-
ment, said he wants to be wrong about Michi-
gan being a warning to the rest of the country. 
There is a theoretical possibility things could 
get worse, Dr. El-Sayed told Mary Harris 
during the April 7 podcast “What Next.” 

During a press conference on April 9, 
Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer called 
the state’s numbers alarming. She urged high 
schools and youth sports to voluntarily suspend 
in-person activities for the next two weeks. She 
also asked high schools to use remote instruction 
for two weeks.

“They will not be able to control this pan-
demic,” said Dr. Graham Muhammad

International mandatory vaccine passports 
for air travel and other services appears to be part 
of the strategy. Some states have banned vaccine 
passports, even though domestically, the federal 
government has said it is not considering them. 

Governors of Texas, Florida, Idaho, and 
Utah have banned government-mandated vac-
cine passports to travel or access other services. 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott signed an execu-
tive order on April 6, stating, “Texans shouldn’t 
be required to show proof of vaccination & re-
veal private health information just to go about 

their daily lives.”
Idaho Governor Brad Little followed suit 

on April 7, prohibiting any department, agen-
cy, board commission, or other executive en-
tity or offi  cial of the state to require proof of 
a Covid-19 vaccine to access state services or 
facilities. Utah passed legislation blocking its 
government from mandating Covid-19 vac-
cines last month, according to The Salt Lake 
Tribune.

Consideration of mandatory vaccine pass-
ports become more real as more states open up 
or loosen restrictions to an American public ea-
ger to get out and get “back to normal.”

Iowa, Florida, Wyoming, South Dakota and 
Texas were the top fi ve states with the least 

coronavirus restrictions, according to the 
online fi nance site WalletHub.  

“The political arena is focused on eco-
nomics while ‘health care’ is petrifi ed and 
fatigued. There is still a percentage of 
health care workers who are not interested 
in taking the vaccine. I’m watching my col-
leagues look at political ‘leaders’ with vitri-
ol, because they are extremely worn out and 
existing daily in total fear of being infected 
and winding up like their patients. Even 
those who are vaccinated are still petrifi ed,” 
stated Dr. Graham Muhammad.

“My suggestion to all who continue to 
be afraid of the climate is to please work on 
your health,” he added.
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CHICAGO—Sister Sondra Muham-
mad of Chicago is co-founder of 
P arents United to Build a Future for 
Our Children. The group’s name was 
inspired after hearing those words spo-
ken during a lecture by the Honorable 
Minister Louis Farrakhan.

Together with her sister, a co-founder 
of the organization, the idea for a panel 
of youth to discuss issues with Covid-19 
and vaccines related to the virus was put 
into action. Sis. Sondra stated, “A lot of 
times adults don’t let the youth speak on 
anything; the adults just make decisions. 
But the youth have minds too. And because 
they have a mind, we need to hear them 
express their opinions.” 

On March 27, the organization hosted 
a virtual Youth Panel Discussion and 
Art Showcase on Covid-19, which also 
included music provided by Chicago’s DJ 
Chip. 

Sister Sondra gave opening remarks 
after being introduced by event host 
Student Minister Abdul Muhammad.

Sis. Kasima Muhammad, lead Science 
instructor at the Muhammad University of 
Islam in Chicago, gave an informative and 
educational presentation on what viruses 
are and how they function.

The experimental vaccines for 
COVID-19 are being offered and heavily 
promoted to the public as safe and effective 
ways to stop the spread of the virus. 
Moderator Azeez Muhammad, 24, posed 
the question directly: “Do you believe that 
the COVID-19 vaccine is safe to take?”

Student panelists discuss Covid-19 experimental vaccines

Screenshot of recent youth panel discussion about the experimental Covid-19 vaccines held March 27. The 
event was sponsored by Sondra Muhammad (bottom row left) of Parents United to Build a Future for Our 
Children. Student Minister Ishmael Muhammad (bottom right) delivered the keynote message.

(Above) Melody Muhammad harvesting garlic. She is founder of Edith Family Farms and is hosting a summer 
camp for children 6-13 years old. The camp offers young people exposure to camping, urban agriculture and 
self-development. Photos: Edith Farms

by Shawntell Muhammad

The young panelists disagreed.
Nyah Tsai, 18, stated, “No, I do not 

believe that the vaccine is safe to take. Some 
common ingredients found in vaccines are 
aluminum and formaldehyde. Personally, I 
don’t want these harmful ingredients injected 
into my body. Meanwhile, the Honorable 

Minister Louis Farrakhan advised us not to 
take this vaccine, so I will not be taking it.” 

Chicago rap artist Qadir Hakim, aka 
Goalden Chyld, stated he believes it is odd 
how a vaccine is being heavily pushed for 
a virus that has a fairly high survival and 
recovery rate. 

“If they believed that this vaccine was 
safe, the vaccine would be approved, it 
would not be classifi ed as emergency use 
authorization,” added researcher-activist 
Rizza Islam. 

“No, I do not believe that the vaccine 
is safe or effective. This vaccine is 
experimental. The Honorable Minister Louis 
Farrakhan told us not to take the vaccine. The 
Most Honorable Elijah Muhammad told his 
followers not to take the polio vaccine. We 
would be wise to listen to that advice,” stated 
Sis. Anisah Muhammad.

The National Representative to the 
Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan, 
Student Minister Ishmael Muhammad, 
provided the audience with eye opening facts 
regarding the intentions and the reasons why 
the vaccine was created, and the detrimental 
effects to those receiving the vaccine.

“What Black Chicago Be Like” 
creator Korporate spoke on certain people 
contacting him to promote the vaccine on 
his platforms. Korporate is not taking the 
vaccine and will not encourage others to 
take the vaccine.

The discussion ended with an arts 
showcase and contest. The youth 
presented poetry, singing, a monologue, 
dance, and rap. The winner was Sis. 
Aminah Muhammad of Atlanta, Ga., who 
showcased a dance routine. As the winner, 
Sis. Aminah received $300, while the 
others received $150.

Sis. Sondra Muhammad thanks 
everyone who helped put the dialogue 
together, along with the participants. 
(Shawntell Muhammad is a Chicago-based 
freelance journalist. She can be reached at 
organicallybalanced@gmail.com.)

Edith Family Farms is educating and cultivating the minds of youth with its agricultural summer camp 
this July 1-15. Located in North Carolina, the camp provides a safe haven for children ages 6-13 and the 
opportunity to learn agricultural, horticultural and survival skills.

Melody Muhammad, founder of Edith Family Farms, found inspiration in the words of the Most 
Honorable Elijah Muhammad who stated: “The beginning of all nations is back to the earth—to the farm. 
Farming is the solution to our economic problems. Farming is the foundation of self-Independence.”

Ms. Muhammad purchased the seven acres of land shortly before the Covid-19 quarantine began. 
She said it was a blessing to be able to purchase the land for Edith Family Farms at that time.

“The name originated from my grandmother,” Ms. Muhammad told The Final Call. “The seven acres 
itself has room for 10 houses and four are already on there, and they’re occupied. It 
sustains itself at this point. We’re going to put cabins on the land, and these cabins will 
allow us to have rooms for camps.”

The summer program will provide children physical activities, creative self-expression, 
positive social interactions and much more. The itinerary will include visiting six different 
farms, sleeping outdoors for two nights; harvesting and eating locally grown foods for two 
weeks; physically growing foods within 7-10 days; and planting a memorial tree. 

Considering the pandemic and to keep within health and safety standards registration 
is limited, social distancing will be in effect and facial masks will be provided. 

“The children that come to the camps will learn aspects of all those things. … Six is a special 
number—when Master Fard Muhammad got his vision at six—at six years old, I learned different 

Youth agriculture camp at Edith Family Farms!
by Tariqah Shakir-Muhammad | Staff Writer | @Piercingstar19

aspects of Islam,” she continued.
Ms. Muhammad says the plan is to expand the farm to a prep school that will include 

more age groups and programs. She says she is grateful for her supporters such as 
Supreme Investors, Louis Shabazz out of Detroit, and family members that have helped 
her with Edith Family Farms.

“Camping outdoors is one of the best things you can do with children right now. You’re 
teaching them how to survive out here. With land, you can come up with all kinds of ideas,” 
she said.

“We want to have fun while learning. One way or another, we’re all connected to the 
Earth because we all come from the Earth, and will return to the Earth,” she continued.

For more information, and/or to sponsor a child, visit panaeducational.com/edith-family-farms.
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