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In the final year of his life} Béféré<his deathvar tHe “hafds:of N&tidn' of
Islam assassins on February 21, 1965, Mdlcolfl"X!4tepped frofi benind¥eke 6 o -
long-fixed barricades ‘of black ,supteddcy and ant{-ée@itfsﬁ into arh ev@lvidg . i3
position marked by a more indludive -vision 'of Humdnity. Thid!cohverdisn 248 AdH:
without ambivalence: he never ceased to- believ&lfHit Améfica w&&4"the wiréc " 7
racist society on earth," and éven®the most huhdtligtid remarRs of tefifs 114t Yean
were often laced with skeptidism &nd ‘Bn occasidl with-récistid&ri¥fon. But'theté
is little question that Malcolm's beliefs wére dﬁdérsﬁingrﬁ sightal « = - <~ 2

transformation; moreover, the statements of his final weeks suggest “that ‘tRédé&. 1

changes may have blossomed into & mor& Eully articalated add chdliénging’ 'f
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Malcolm's views during hig tweive y"aré dg .4 Nation“of"Islam’midister} fron

humanism had his 1ifé nof béen prematurely ended.
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1952 until 1964, were largely racidtfidnd anti=Semiitic. He "helfeved insthe
absolute evil of the white race: ?These aren't white people,"*He told?* ~:
audiencess "You're not using-the #ight language ‘wher y8u -$dy . the "wHife “mdn'¥ You
call it the devil. When you call HKih the deviﬁB‘you'ré-taliiﬁg him 'by “his ndre, >

[

and he's got another name gr-Satanf’anbEhéf nanme 44-sérp§nﬂi~£ﬁofher"ﬁaﬁe'4-26’
snake; another name ~- béast." ' oeozed 1 opoel o 2 S R S
Malcolm ‘argued that an apocalypti¢ race war .bétwedn’the long oppressed.
black people and their white 3ppréssors, 'id which*ALlal wodldsexact Tpinlstiment
for the white man's crimes, was imminent.*"We, thé ‘Bldck"méfi of ﬁﬁé;worldf
created the wﬁite man and we will also Rit} him," hermdintaltned; accofding’to an
FBI report: "only in this +ay -will there Engﬁqce."‘On—gngtheg'SogasiOn?ithéuRBI
records Malcolm urging his foII6ﬁéré$~UD63nof havévlové 1n°y8Gf4hearbafor (this2.
man because he is ab;ut to be déstfoyéd gnd- if gou love Higy2you will bd1 pfce..,
destroyed along with him." - - §‘¥ 3t R LR UL
| i - T > it ' ‘
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, While referéﬁces to a war of armageddon became less frequent in Malcglm’s>
speeches over-gime, he maintajined the nofton=that integration "was a trick on
the pafgﬁof,ghe‘whitq mag to lull Negroes to sleep.' He argued that efforts at
integration would only result in foken,gestures by the "Caucasian devil o
slavemaster': '"any forcible attempt to integrate America completely would result
in another Cjvi} Wary" he remgrked in a May 1963 -Playboy interview, "a
catastrophic explosign amgung whites .which would destroy America -- and still.not
solve the prqblem." Only separjte pations, he contended, would solve America's
racilal préblemr . , . -

Malcolm's invectives were freqguently directed at the white '"liberals" who

-

aided the civil rights -movement,+and .at the black leaders who spearheaded ic.

Black integrationists were said to have "black bodies with white heads}” and
were qha;;qterized,as "black puppets" or Uncle Toms: "This twentieth-century
Uncle Thomas is a professional Negrg...by that T mean his profession is being a
Negro for the¢ white man." \ :

White liberals, financing aﬁd working with Uncle Tom integrationists,
contrived to trick ‘and sybdue the black population. Malcolm told Playboy in May
1963-that lla map-who tosses worms in the river isn't necessariy a friend of the
fish. All the fish who take h{gﬂfor a friend, who think the worm's got ne hook
in it, ysually end up in the frying pan. All these things dangled before us by
the white -Libgral} bosing as .a friend gnd benefactor have turned out to be
nothing but bait tg make us think we're making progress.”.
+ ° -+Malcolm believed.that among the whife liberals yndermiping the black
population, Jews - wetre prominerit. He called the Jews "one qf the worst of the
devwils," -and-coptended: "He does more, to take advantage of the so—~called black
people than.any other.and yet poses as being a friend to the black.people.”

In the May 1963 Playboy interview, Méléolm élucida;ed another aspect of

‘what he saw as Jewish "hypocrisy": "The Jew is always anxious to advise the

black man. But they never advise him to solvé his problem the way the Jews



-3-
solved their proﬁlém....The Jews pooled their-money.and. bought.the hotels thay-.
barred them. They bought Atlantic City .AndvMiami-Beach and anythipg else they
wanted. Who owns Hollywood?...When’there's' something worth owning, the, Jew's got
it.” - - T % \ f,

Malcolm .régularly depicted Jewish busimebsméf.and landlordsaas the- }gading
expoiters of blacks in ghettoes. A June 304 1963, 'article.in the New York Herald
Tribune quotes Halcolm maintaining that the feachings wof Naxiongof_Jslémf
leader Elijah Huﬁammad were "putting the Jews who <onfrol Elﬁ.ihe.iiquor sStopres.
in Harlem out oé business...and so it"s they who ;are .spteading tmats he teachessgy,
hate."” At another rally, shortly after his break with luhammad in, 1464, uaLgplg s
responded to a question about the Holocaust with ah anti-Semitic. gibe=: T

"Everybody talks about the six million Jews, "But I was- reading ‘a book; rhe other

day that showed that one hundred million of us were kidnapped and hLpeught to

this country -- one hundred million. Now everybody's wet~eyed over a handful -of
! . oamag, ’
Jews who brought it on themselves.” oy s, 4
o 1t : mueog Lt
At the same time, Malcolm recognized similaritiesi-between ,the shigtorical
L 3 o4 oabd .
Jewish experience and the black experience in America., His :defamatory r

description of "a handfuF of Jews" bringing the Holocaust on.themselves arose in
4 T i ) N . 4
part from his belief in the evils of integration: in the Autobiography, he
1 . 3"'; N
argued that the fate of Jews in Nazi Germany was "history's most tragic result
* - I H P S
of...assimilating.” Moreover, on more than one occasion he cited the creation of
- Fu *® * E
Israel —- achieved through an oppressed people's use of force, as he saw it —-
. : ' o Ak “v wln .
as a model for American blacks: "and then the Jews set up Israel, their own
dE PR PR ' ;o veadp
country —-- the one thing that every race of man in the world respects, and

1
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understands,”
o wATM0 v o At ad ol *
Malcolm journeyed on a pilgrimmage to Mecca in April 1964, one month after
- tr R I Yo
his fractious break with the Black Muslims. This euphoric five-week trip -~
g T, ¢ 1 [
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during which he reported his discovery of "true” Islam and his repudiation of
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black supremacy —- marked the start, publicly, of the movement toward racial



4=
fellowship that d.é-f_in'ed. tis final months., ;
His remarksareéérding Jews ahd Israel immediately grew wmore admiring.
"Just as -the.American Jew is in harmeny (politically, economically and
culturally) with world Jewry,” he wrote from Africa two weeks after the
pilgrimmmage; it is time for all African~Americans to become an integral part
of the world's Pan—Africahists." He later stated that the "strong emotional
attachment” between Jews and Israel’ "has intensified the individual Jew's |
personal identification with. the.great Jekish historical tradition, .and he knows
whb he 1is és a man. This knowledge of one's self has enabled the Jew to become a

highly effective wan in ‘this sociéty..." .3

In an dnterview with the Village Voice published fodr days after his death,
Malcolm elucidated once more tlie connections between the historical .Jewish and

black’ experiences:

The biggest difference between the parallel oppression of the Jew and the
Negro is that the Jew never lost his pride in being a Jew. He never ceased
to be a man. He knew he had made a significant contribution to the world,
and his 'sense of -his own value gave him the courage to fight back. 1t
enabled him to act and think independently, unlike our own people and qur
leaders. B}
The respect Malcolm accorded Jews reflected a changing cést of mind. He
x4 . —a j'!
spoke of "a new insight": “that the white man 1s not inherently evil, but
America's racist society influences him to act evilly.f When asked if he still

favored the creation of a black state, he replied, "No, I believe in a sociéty
in which people can live like human beings on the basis of equality." ’

He maintained until his death the right of violent self-defense, but he

et

1

also actively sought a place during his last year in the civil rights struggle

that he had for so long derided. He said he would work "with anybody,
-
anywhere": "I don't care what a person looks like or where they come from. My

n -

mind is wide open to anybody who will help get the ape off our backs."
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His rhetoria,.in nis final weeks —- a time marked by his diminishing
influence and the recurrent threat of assassination -- reflected a forthright
humanism, "We don't judge a man beca;se of the color of his skin,” he told a
Rochester audience in February 1965, "We don't judge you because you're white:
we don't judge because you're black. We judge you because of what you do and

what you practice.,” Two days before his mur&er, he told Life photographer Gordon
Parks that his time in the Nation "was a bad scene, brother. The sickness and
the madness of those days —— I'm glad to be free of them. It's a time for
martyrs now. And if I'm to be one, it will be in the cause of brotherhood.
That's the only thing that can save this country. I've learneq it the hard way
—— but I've le;rned it,"” |

Ultimately, it would be misleading to portray Malcolm as a reborn black
liberal. Despite his statements regarding brotherhood, his willingness to work
with "sincere" whites, and his reversal on such issues as black nationhood and
intermarriage, his past continued to weigh on him and shape his thoughts. In
light of this past, however, and the pressures of his last year, his
transformation during this time is exceptionai. His change had integrity, in
part, because of what it exacted. "I feel like a man who has been asleep

sonevhat and under someone else's control,” he said shortly before he died¢. "I
did manty things as a Muslim that I'm sorry for now....Well, I guess a man's
entitled to make a fool of himself if he's ready to pay the cost. It cost me

twelve years.”



